THE    ARMY    DOES    NOT    SURRENDER

cedent. I told him, moreover, that as he could understand,
we were at the mercy of the Nationalists, and that
whatever disasters came from this situation, they would not
be our responsibility. We would allow the others to do as
they liked. Everybody concurred with this attitude of the
Council's, except General Menendez and a few Senior
Officers and Officers who decided to embark. When they
were going towards the ship a few of those who remained
on land got very excited, and one of them threatened
General Menendez with death, trying to prevent his
embarkation. But fortunately they grew calmer and
General Menendez and his companions were able to
embark.

Soon after I had finished talking with the British
Consul, I was visited by the French Deputy, M. Forcinal,
President of the Delegation of the Co-ordination Com-
mittee, an indefatigable, intelligent and dynamic man, who
was using all his good will to try to save us from such a
difficult situation. He told me that in two or three hours*
time, a French warship would arrive in Gandia to pick
me up, with my General Staff. I told M. Forcinal that I
was thankful for the kindness of his Government, but that
I could not accept the offer since I should not leave
Gandia whilst there was no guarantee of embarkation for
all the Spaniards in the port. I explained that I was
obliged to act in this way by my position as a member of
the Council, and above all as Commander-in-Chief of the
Army. M. Forcinal seemed to find my attitude justified
but I could see that my refusal to embark had displeased
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